
 
 
 

 

What’s the Word? 

Feed By M. T. Anderson 
 

 

Overview 

Description: In the book, the feed suggests words that might fill in the sentence 

you are thinking about.  In this lesson, students write a story with blanks, then 

suggest a list of words for each of the blanks.  

Grade(s):  P☐ K☐ 1☐ 2☐ 3☐ 4☐ 5☐ 

  6☐ 7☐ 8☒ 9☒ 10☒ 11☒ 12☒  

Suggested Time Frame:  One session for writing, one for editing 

 

Standards 

W.9-12.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and 
well-structured event sequences. 

W.9-12.3.d Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory 
language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, 
events, setting, and/or characters. 

W.9-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience.  

 

Objectives 

At the conclusion of the lesson, students will know or be able to: 

 Write a narrative with well –chosen details and well-structured event 

sequences. 

 Create a list of 3 synonyms for each of at least 10 words. 

 Edit and rewrite the story 



 

Key Terms 

 None

Materials Required  

 Paper and pencil  Thesaurus book or 
online access 

 

Procedure 

1. Read page 14 in the book Feed by M. T. Anderson. 

2. Ask students what other words they might use to fill in the last word of 

Titus’s thought. 

3. Tell students that they are going to write a short story, but leave at least 10 

blanks for words that they do not write. Instruct students to number the 

blanks sequentially.  

4. Once the story is complete, have students create a list of 3 or more 

synonyms for each of the 10 blanks in their narrative.  (Each list of words 

will have a matching number to a blank in the story.)  

5. Allow time for editing and rewriting both the story and possibly the lists of 

synonyms.  

6. Have students present in pairs.  The writer reads the story and the partner 

selects words from the lists to fill in the blanks. 

 

Extensions 

Exchange stories, but not synonyms list.  Have students create the list of 
synonyms for another student’s work.  

 

Assessment 

 Use or adapt the rubric below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

                                    

 Exceeds (3) Meets (2) 

Partially Meets 

(1) 

Does Not Meet 

(0) 

Storyline Storyline is well 

developed, easy to 

follow and 

conveys a vivid 

picture of events, 

setting, and 

characters 

Storyline is well 

developed, easy to 

follow and includes 

some details about 

events, setting, and 

characters. 

Storyline is 

disorganized 

and includes 

few details 

about events, 

setting, and 

characters. 

Story line is 

extremely 

disorganized with 

no details about 

events, setting, 

and characters. 

Conventions All conventions 

are present 

Most conventions are 

present 

Some 

conventions 

are present 

Few conventions 

are present 

Synonyms There were 4 or 

more synonyms 

for each blank 

There were 3 

synonyms for each 

blank 

There are 2 

synonyms for 

each blank  

There is 1 or 

fewer synonyms 

for each blank 

Revisions Revisions were 

made and added 

substantial 

enhancement to 

the rewrite 

Revisions were made 

and added some 

enhancement to the 

rewrite 

Very few 

revisions were 

made and did 

not enhance 

the rewrite 

Revisions were 

not made 

Total N/12     

 

Considerations 

English learners can supply words in their language that would fill in the blanks.  For students with IEPs 

the number of synonyms and blanks can be reduced. 
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